
This panel traces the historical development of domestic violence legislation and highlights global 
perspectives on legal reforms and judicial responses as a part of a comprehensive approach to address 
domestic violence. It then reviews provisions of the Penal Mediation clause in Greek law and discusses how 
VIA-STOP implements this program to protect women and children. Theoretical implications from the 
domestic violence literature such as power and control, coordinated community response and restorative 
justice in relation to the penal mediation program will be examined. The panel concludes with a 
conversation about challenges in implementation, and the need for research, training, and standardization 
of the mediation program to uphold women’s safety.
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